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2014-2015
 Quarterly Article Review
 Throughout this year, my main goal is to provide a strong foundation for those science courses that you will be taking in the years to come and to generate an interest in science. In an attempt to get you more involved and aware of scientific studies/research/news, you will have to write a quarterly review of a scientific article. These articles may come from magazines, newspapers, scientific journals, and/or the internet. I would encourage you to find articles that focus on a topic that you find interesting. The article can be pure science or applied science, but must explain something that has just happened or was just discovered relating to Earth Science, Life Science or Physical Science.

[image: image1.wmf]Your Article Review should: 

· Be accompanied by the actual article 

· Be at least one typed page 

· Be double spaced 

· Be mechanically sound (grammar, spelling, etc.) 

· Not have type larger than thirteen points 

· Have an appropriate font 

· Have one paragraph (or more) summarizing (NOT PLAGIARIZING) the article. 

· Have one paragraph (or more) discussing your personal feelings/connections on/to the article 

· Have a definition of three unfamiliar words from the article 

Tips on summarizing:

Read and reread the article to find the main point. Use a highlighter to isolate key sentences and make annotations to help you understand their meaning. Focus on the most important parts and eliminate the less important material.  Include any important data or conclusions.  Do not plagiarize; students are to use their own words.
 The article review will be handed in midway through each quarter (I will give you a specific due date when the times come). The article review is worth 30 points, so it is very important that it is completed by the due date. These article reviews may be shared with the class, so please be knowledgeable about the article’s content and be prepared to discuss it.  Remember, the goal of this activity is to help generate an interest in science so please be sure to choose articles that you find interesting and DON’T PROCRASTINATE!
No late assignments will be accepted. 

Be sure to include a copy of the article and a rubric sheet as the cover page.

These current events count as a quiz grade.
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	Quarterly Article Review Grading Rubric Component 
	Description 
	Possible Points* 
	Points Received 

	Paragraph One 
	A paragraph that summarizes the important points from the article. It is important that techniques to avoid plagiarism are applied when utilizing information directly from the article. 
	5 
	

	Paragraph Two 
	A paragraph that highlights opinions on or connections to the article. It should be clear how your article is related to science; therefore it is not necessary to state this in the paragraph. 
	5 
	

	Definitions 
	The definitions of three unfamiliar words is written at the end of your review 
	5 
	

	Format 
	The review is typed using the appropriate font and size, double spaced, and at least one page long 
	5 
	

	Mechanics 
	Proper grammar, spelling, and citations 
	5 
	

	Article 
	The article is science related and attached to the review 
	5 
	


