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Inquiry Activity: Observation Box  

Introduction/Procedure

1. In this activity, your teacher has prepared an “observation box” which is a box with 10-20 random objects.

2.  It is your task to make observations silently with your lab group for 1 minute when the teacher shows the box to you. You may look, but do not touch or take written notes.
3. After your group has observed the contents of the box, you are to return to your table and record all of your observations.  Be sure to remain quiet and not to share your notes with anyone else.

4. Based upon the observations you have made, answer the following questions.  The student with the most correct answers wins a prize!!!!

A. Observations- Please use complete sentences to describe what you saw.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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B. Answer the following questions in complete sentences to the best to of your ability! 

1. How many golf balls are in the box?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What type of animal is the toy figurine?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How many markers are in the box?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are the color/colors of the marker/markers?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How many paperclips are in the box?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What are the color/colors of the paperclips?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is the color of the top of the wooden block?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is the letter or symbol on the top of the wooden block?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What animals were on the side of the block?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. How many q-tips are in the box?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What color is the stick part of the q-tip?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. How many Lego blocks are in the box?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bonus:  List the shape and color of the Lego blocks.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. How many feathers are in the box?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What is the item touching the purple feather?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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15. What is written on the inside wall of the box?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What item is stuck to the inside wall of the box?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. What is the name brand written on the bar of soap?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. What is the bar of soap leaning against?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. What is the shoe size on the outside of the box?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20.  What is the shape of the hole in the front of the box?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bonus:  What is glued to the inside of the cover of the box?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding Thoughts-Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. In what ways did you act like a scientist during this experience?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Why is it important for a scientist to make accurate observations?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe some of the tools that scientists may use to make observations during an experiment and how they are used.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  If you were given more time, do you think you would have made better observations?  Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  If you were given the ability to bring 1-2 items when looking at the observation box, what would they be and why? (Be creative!)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
